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UCLA festival invites students to celebrate the Year of the Pig

MICKEY HUANG| THE TICKER

Baruch College’s United Chinese Language Association hosted its annual “Lunar New Year Festival” on Feb. 25, bringing festivities, food and fun. See more about the night's events in the photo spread on page 3.

Newman Vertical Campus and library building's
namesake William Newman dies at the age of 92
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

William Newman, Baruch College’s Newman Vertical Campus and Newman Library Building's namesake,
died on Feb. 24 at the age of 92.
Newman graduated from the Zicklin School of Business in 1947 with a Bachelor of Business Administration,
and in 1997 he was awarded an honorary doctorate.
Newman “served as a trustee of The Baruch College Fund from 1993 to 2012 and as a trustee emeritus until
his passing,” according to an obituary posted to The New York Times’ website.
He went on to join his father’s accounting firm and from there developed his own real estate company, the
New Plan Excel Realty Trust, which is now merged with Centro Properties Group.
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Baruch men's basketball team
clinches win with football play
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Baruch College’s men’s basketball team has won the CUNY Athletic
Conference with a 76-74 victory over the two-time defending champion
College of Staten Island Dolphins. The game was a nail-biter from the
opening tip-off through the very last buzzer, and it ended in pure happiness for the No. 1 seeded Bearcats.
To start from the beginning of their championship run, the Bearcats
finished the season with an overall record of 20-5 and were 14-2 in CUNYAC play, which gave them the top-seed and a first-round bye in the
playoffs. They matched up with Brooklyn College, after the Bulldogs ran
through Medgar Evers College by the score of 92-69.

OPINIONS 4
We can certainly learn from
the Smollett case (p. 5)

Seniors should
know what's
happening
when it comes
to graduation

Academy's 91st Oscars ceremony
features big wins and bad losses

I

t is appalling that some
members of the class of 2019
still aren’t sure whether they
are in fact graduating. With a
mere 91 days until the commencement ceremony, that
seems like a shocking statement
to say out loud.
But this isn’t new; not knowing seems to be a top complaint
among students at this time of
year. It should be listed somewhere as one of the characteristics of a Baruch College student.
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The Newman Vertical Campus and
library's namesake dies at age 92

BY KIARA GREENAWAY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The company focused on developing and redeveloping shopping
centers.
As of 2005, it owned “more than
400 properties and total assets of
approximately $4 billion,” according to a Baruch College Alumni
Magazine article written about
Newman and his wife, Anita Newman.
Newman’s success in real estate
enabled him to give back to the
school at which he was a legacy
student — both his parents and his
brother, Joseph, attended Baruch,
then called City Downtown, before
him — and it was this philanthropic spirit that made him such an integral part of the school.
Over the years, Newman and
his wife donated millions of dollars, including the $25 million
donation that supported the construction of the vertical campus.
It is because of this that his
name is donned on a total of seven
buildings, facilities, positions and
programs.
Additionally, Newman’s generosity also prompted him to meet
with students and share some of
his insights with them, such as
when he networked with Zicklin students at the International
Council of Shopping Centers’ Conference in June 2018.
“Bill cared deeply about Baruch
and its students, faculty, and staff,
and he was extraordinarily generous during his long life,” Baruch
President Mitchel B. Wallerstein
stated in an email blast that he sent
to students and staff.
“He will be remembered and
honored by future generations
for his enduring support and his
vision for what Baruch could be-
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William Newman, class of '47, was one of Baruch's biggest donors.
come.”
Max Berger, president of the
Baruch College Fund and 1968
graduate, said he believes Newman’s extraordinary charitableness allowed for the school to grow
to where it is today.
“In many ways, Bill Newman
is largely responsible for the renaissance of Baruch College that
began in the early 1990s and has
accelerated over the past two de-

Hillel, TAMID and CEO
host start-up companies
Professional networking opportunities were offered to students.
BY SHERON VIRANI

COPY EDITOR

Hillel at Baruch, the TAMID
group and College Entrepreneurship Organization came together
to host a start-up technology fair
for Baruch College students on
Feb. 26.
The event began with guest
speaker Dr. Alex Cahana, who
discussed his journey from being
in military to working in the tech
world.
Cahana is currently a venture
partner and a health care and
MedTech adviser at CryptoOracle.
During his presentation, Cahana
emphasized the importance of
blockchain technology in today’s
fast-moving world.
His presentation was accompanied with a chance to network
and gain employment opportunities with various start-ups.
Via, Kaltura, VR Wiz, Tunity
and Taboola were some of the
many companies that were present at the fair.
The room was crowded and
bustling as students from various
majors, backgrounds and clubs attended the event ready to network
with the start-ups while members
of the clubs signed the students in
and encouraged them to get their
headshots taken.
Graduate student Michael Stevens who is now a full-time employee of Hillel at Baruch helped
promote the event and was happy
about the large turnout.
“I reached out to STARR Career Center and the Center for
Entrepreneurship to make sure
they were aware of the event,”
Stevens said.

Black Book Club set
to hold its first meeting

When asked about his position
and about working at Baruch, Stevens shared the love he holds for
his new job.
“I love my job. I grew close to
many people during my time here
and now I get to work with my
best friends. I absolutely love it,”
he said.
Justyn Makarewycz, associate
director at the Graduate Center,
said he wanted to ensure he was
“building relations, especially for
the graduate students who attend
Baruch.”
“I thought it would be worthwhile for the graduate students
to learn about start-ups and provide them with an opportunity to
network with them,” Makarewycz
said.
Besides networking opportunities, the event also offered raffle
prizes and free LinkedIn headshots for Baruch students.
“We are a new club. We only
began last spring and as the entrepreneurship club of Baruch, we
want to make sure students have
the opportunity to network with
start-up and pursue jobs in the
growing tech field,” Alex Ptacek,
the chief communications officer
of CEO, explained.
Ptacek also shared an exciting
new event that CEO is currently
working on.
“We have a Shark-Tank style
event coming up soon where students will have the opportunity to
pitch their ideas and potentially
fund their projects,” he said.
TAMID President Jared Isaac
said he hopes students “can learn
valuable networking skills and see
a different side, the tech side, of
Israel.”

cades,” Berger told The Ticker in an
emailed statement.
“There is a straight line from
where the college is today back to
Bill Newman’s leadership and vision 25 years ago. His impact has
been enormous. He will be deeply
missed but his legacy will live on
for many generations of students
whose path to the ‘American
Dream’ begins with a Baruch degree.”

The Black Book Club is making its debut to Baruch College
on March 7 as an open space for
people of color and those looking
for liberation to be able to read
and discuss literature.
For over a month now, sophomore Tatiana Bonner-Varchola
has been spearheading the development of the BBC with help
from both associate professor
and former interim chair of Black
and Latino Studies, Dr. Regina A.
Bernard-Carreño, and president
of the Black Student Union, Jaleel
Thomas.
The BBC started out as a simple idea, which was to provide Baruch students with an outlet and
safe space to enjoy books written
by black authors that can, in Varchola’s words, “allow us to talk
about our experiences in a concrete manner.”
Bernard-Carreño came up
with the idea for the club because
so many of her Black Studies students hadn’t heard of the writers
they were reading in her class.
She says that students were “coming up with constant requests for
more,” and “would email me and
ask for Black books or Latino/a
book authors that I thought they’d
find interesting.”
Fostering and cultivating solidarity among all black students
from various places within the
African diaspora throughout the
Baruch student community is one
of Varchola’s goals, and books are
a great way to build a sense of
community.
For the black students who
partake in the club, Varchola
hopes that they are able to bet-

ter understand their blackness,
identity and liberation through
thoughtful discussions and readings that would be available both
online and in person.
“With the help of wonderful
students like Tatiana who has her
finger on the pulse of the student
body, we are working together
to try and make this a reality but
also a key component to the field
of promoting and elevating work
outside of the mainstreams,” said
Bernard-Carreño.
Varchola’s and Bernard-Carreño’s sentiments are also shared by
Thomas.
“Black literacy is undoubtedly
important because it tells the story of POC in the past and the path
to growth and development in the
future,” Thomas said.
He continued on to say that he
hopes the BBC “brings a sense of
transparency to black culture by
elucidating historical taboos.”
The BBC will be structured
differently than most of the other clubs on Baruch’s campus.
In-person meetings will happen only once or twice a month,
with online discussions being the
main mode of communication.
Through the club, readings will
be readily accessible to those who
are interested, and guided questions will also be provided online
and in person.
The club is an extension of
BSU and will also function as a
mini library, where students will
be able to drop by and pick up a
physical book.
The Fire Next Time by James
Baldwin is said to be the first book
that the club’s participants will
read, but the club’s first general
interest meeting has not yet been
announced.

USG promotes student elections in info
session for prospective candidates
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

Before campaigning begins
for the 2019-2020 Baruch College
Undergraduate Student Government elections, the current members of USG held a general interest meeting to inform students
who want to run about how to get
involved.
The GIM was hosted by Vice
President of Student Affairs Aaron D’Souza and Representative
Sens. Lewis Diep and Ryan Zhang
on Feb. 26.
D’Souza emphasized the relevance of USG to Baruch, saying
the organization strives to represent the student body as a whole
and is the only way for students
to connect with administration
directly.
“Some of the main things we
do is we throw events, we cosponsor with clubs, we try to
promote club life, we handle all
the clubs’ finances and budgets,
basically we support any student
led initiatives or any we create
our own initiatives for any holes
or gaps we see on campus,” said
D’Souza.
USG members highlighted the
events they help plan, such as “Lip
Sync Battle,” “Bearcats on Ice,”
“Bernies” and “Bash,” to name
a few.
Attending a commuter school,
students often complain they
don’t have much of the college
life experience — USG attempts
to fill that gap, explained D’Souza.
Dakshatha Daggala, chair of
clubs and organizations, then discussed each of the positions and
what they entail, addressing what
the written constitution states
the minimum duties are and how

JULIAN TINEO| THE TICKER

USG members engage in a discussion about roles for the upcoming elections.
they interpret each of them, as
“the constitution is very vague;
it’s how we interpret it.”
“Each of these table members
are required to go to a weekly senate meeting, so any issues that we
have to discuss, any appeals, just
any kind of administrative work
that we have to do it gets accomplished there,” she continued.
Daggala explained that for her
position “the minimum is to give
clubs money, deposit their dollars
and foster relationships between
clubs and USG.” In addition, she
interpreted that the constitution
requires her to hold an awards
show at the end of the year for
all clubs.
USG also said that students
running cannot be on the executive board of another club if they
plan to be on the senate, because

they must remain unbiased as a
voting member of the table when
acquiring any kind of funds for
club initiatives.
USG President Radhika Kalani
explained the difference between
being part of the senate and being
part of the board itself.
“The difference in the senate
and the board is that the board is
not required to be at the weekly
Tuesday senate meetings,” Kalani
said.
“Also you can be on the board
of another club — so there is definitely less requirements to be a
board position, so you feel like
you're really busy and you don’t
know how to handle USG, especially with all of the added requirements, board positions are
the first step in being officially
involved with USG.”
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UCLA celebrates 'Year of the Pig' with annual Lunar New Year festivities

MICKEY HUANG | UCLA

By Sheik Floradewan

MICKEY HUANG | UCLA

Baruch College’s United Chinese Language Association hosted its annual Lunar New Year
Festival on Feb. 25.
Regarding the Chinese calendar, 2019 is the Year of the Pig — the 12th animal that appears
in the 12-year cycle.
Students honored this year’s zodiac sign by creating a short parody film called Pig Box,
showcasing a mysterious force that decimates the world’s population on Chinese New Year
with only one thing being certain: If someone sees it, they must give their money away.
The event consisted of numerous performances, including a dragon dance and YouTube
singers Gaby Borromeo and CLARA. There was also a series of games in which members of
the audience were called up to participate and the winning team won a prize.
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‘Am I graduating?’ A Baruch
senior's 2nd semester plight
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Maybe the college would blame the issue of not knowing so late
in the game on the registration system, concluding that it takes time
to audit each student’s grades and courses. Whatever the reason, it’s
unfair and anxiety-inducing to seniors who’ve been wondering about
their status and are anxiously wondering whether or not to go to commencement.
Even pushing aside the idea that some students are still unsure of
their graduation status, there are other issues with graduation that we
feel are important to air out.
The process to buy a cap and gown hasn’t yet been disclosed via
mass email or the new texting system that Baruch has adopted. The Office of Student Life did send out the link to purchase graduation items
in its weekly newsletter, but how many among the Baruch student
population routinely and carefully dissect that list each week? Some of
us only stumbled on the information while Googling a quick answer to
where the ceremony would be and at which date and time.
We’re still expecting a mass email with more information because
it seems like the obvious move to make to ensure that graduation is as
easy as possible for all students. But we’ve yet to see one.
There ordinarily should be a lot of fanfare about the commencement
ceremony; at other colleges, students look forward to it for months or
years and dream of walking down the aisle.
Since Baruch grads aren’t given the chance to walk and some students aren’t sure of their graduation status until perhaps the middle of
the spring semester, it seems like Baruch is contributing to stifling that
fanfare.
A significant number of graduating students opt out of commencement entirely. At Baruch, the norm is for professors, staff and faculty
members to ask if graduating seniors are planning to attend commencement rather than just assume that they are. The answer frequently
is no.
These issues are prominent, but year after year, nobody seems to
want to address them. We can only hope that next year’s graduation
process will be smoother.

Green Book Oscar win isn't shocking

G

reen Book — a film about a racist Italian learning that racism
is bad while driving a black pianist through the deep South in
the ‘60s — won the coveted best picture award at the 91st annual Academy Awards, and it shouldn’t be surprising. While it argues
in favor of not being mean to black people, it does so from the skewed
perspective of white writers and shows there is a long road ahead for
racial progress.
Racism did not end with the election of former President Barack
Obama; as Malcolm Gladwell argues in his podcast Revisionist History,
the tokenism of electing one member of a minority to office can leave
the impression of progressivism but will often lead to a backlash and a
long gap before another such politician is elected.
The number of reported hate crimes in the United States rose significantly after the election of President Donald Trump, and there are
plenty of black Americans who still use guides similar to the Green
Book featured in the film — travel references that show where it is safe
for them to travel.
The film, based on a true story, is self-congratulatory in awarding
lead character Tony “Lip” Vallelonga for telling others not to use a derogatory word. In several scenes, he instructs Don Shirley, the pianist,
on what it means to be black — eating fried chicken and listening to
jazz. However, Shirley’s family refutes many details in the film.
Green Book is built on racism and erasure, and its disappointing win
should remind us how far we’ve really come.

JOEL BAUTISTA | THE TICKER

Trump's emergency declaration
distorts and destroys democracy
Trump's southern border wall only serves as a symbol of his political triumph and is not well-intentioned.

P

resident Donald Trump’s,
“Good fences make good
neighbors” mentality was
the root of his campaign in 2016.
Not only is this mentality threatening the ecosystem and the lives
of over 100 already endangered
species living on the U.S.-Mexican border, it’s also crumbling
our democracy to its core, causing national havoc within our
government.
Along with the fact that this issue caused the country’s most
recent government shutdown,
Trump declared a national emergency in order to extend his power
over the matter. Our nation’s peace
of mind has always remained intact
knowing that the power of checks
and balances has always been the
foundation of our democracy.
But with a national emergency
in place, the president stands to
gain over 100 special provisions,
The Atlantic reported. Under the
National Emergencies Act of 1975,
the president can deem any perceived “crisis” as a “national emergency,” and by doing this the president can spend federal funds without the permission of Congress.
In the past, such drastic mea-
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tenuation of the same imperialist mentality that killed off Native
Americans. How is it that wall supporters want to build a border that
separates Mexican immigrants
from the land that was originally
theirs?
Along with costing $5.7 billion
of taxpayer money on something
Americans don’t need or want,
the border wall threatens the ecological balance of the Sky Islands
region and Rio Grande Valley in
Texas, Vice reports.
“Ecosystems are fluid, with animals flowing through them regularly. And obstacles like roads and
fences put a stranglehold on individual populations, cutting them
off from food resources, or outright
killing them,” Vice writer Grennan
Milliken said.
Though, as everyone knows, the
president is not concerned with
the planet’s ecosystems, and the
fact remains that his current plan
to build this wall despite America’s
disapproval only perpetuates the
xenophobic mentality he spreads
among Americans.
-Geraldine Taveras
Journalism ‘22

It's all about balance, USG president says
THE USG REPORT
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sures have been deemed plausible
because people were led to believe
that the president has the nation’s
best interest in mind. Yet, 59 percent of Americans oppose a southern border wall, according to CBS
News.
So why is this border so important to Trump? Thinking back, his
main promise was the construction
of this wall and he insisted during
the campaign that Mexico would
pay for it.
He claimed that the number of
undocumented immigrants and
drugs coming in through the Mexican border was a big problem that
was hindering the country’s economy and safety. However, arrest
numbers have fallen from 2 million
in the early 2000s to 400,000 last
year, BBC News reported. There is
no data to prove that illegal immigration hurts our economy; rather,
it will eventually help with longterm economic growth, as seen in
PBS NewsHour.
The fact of the matter is whether
the wall gets built or not, it isn’t really important for the country's security. Rather, it serves as a symbol
for Trump’s political triumph.
The desire for a wall is an ex-

RADHIKA KALANI

B

usiness is business. This saying has been going around
for a while, and in the beginning, I really didn’t understand
what it meant, but now I do.
Working alongside my friends
for a whole year can be extremely
difficult at times. How can I fulfill
my role as president to its fullest
potential while maintaining my
close relationships with everyone?
I felt this pressure when I
was the vice president for The
Femcode last year, and the pressure continued as I took on this
presidency.
I am close with a lot of people
within the senate. They’re the few
people who get to see me for a long
duration of time during the busy

school week. However, at times
I need to be able to separate my
personal life from my professional
life. I need to be able to separate
“friend Radhika” from “President
Radhika,” for my own sanity.
During senate meetings, I make
sure that problems, discussions
and disagreements do not go beyond the table.
Whatever is discussed during meetings should not be taken
out of context. People in all situations need to keep this in mind.
We should not let a situation affect
our personal life when it was only
meant to stay within the professional realm.
Throughout the year, I’ve
learned various ways of how to
combat this issue. For example, I
make sure to establish some clear
boundaries. During the time I am
working on Undergraduate Student Government-related things,
my peers respect me and respect
my time. I set some hours during
the day during which I will solely
be doing USG work. I am a different person at those times — I am
stricter, all-business and I like to
get things done.
Other times within the day, I’ll

set up time to relax, take a breather
and catch up on homework. During these times, I am less strict and
joke around more.
All of this comes together when
we have a USG event. I love to go
to our events because I am happy
to see the event come together after all our hard work. To add on,
spending time with my fellow senate members couldn’t make me
happier — they truly understand
the college-USG balance better
than anyone else.
Being able to adhere to a strict
schedule and fluctuate between
my different personas has enabled
me to be seen as a friend and as a
president.
If I were to present myself differently in these two scenarios, I
know it’d be hard for others to take
me seriously. Thus, setting boundaries and having a clear schedule
has allowed me to fulfill my many
hats.
Radhika Kalani is the president of
USG. She can be reached at radhika.kalani@usgbaruch.com. Her
office is located at 3-272 in the
Newman Vertical Campus.
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Legal weed sales will We can learn from the Smollett case
help small businesses

T

he legalization of marijuana
in New York City has long
been overdue. As one of
America's largest consumers of
the substance, not legalizing marijuana is both an ignorant move socially, logically and financially.
Not only will it provide a huge
form of tax revenue for the city, but
it will also provide regulated and
safe distribution for users. Let us
not forget that it will also weaken
the strength of the black market
substantially, which is the sole
provider for the immense demand
for marijuana in New York City.
This black market, specifically
with the distribution of marijuana,
can be a dependable and highly
demanded products within gang
revenue sources. By decreasing
its power, we are helping diminish its presence, influence and the
crime itself. Furthermore, a large
amount of marijuana is distributed through international drug trafficking. By weakening these black
markets, we are weakening the
gangs within our own country, as
well as internationally, and hopefully reigning in some of the rampant violence we see from these
parties.
So legalizing the devil's lettuce
might be obvious, but that's only
part of the problem. If it's legalized,
what are the terms? Can we grow it
in our backyard, communal gardens, or open up home-based dis-

So legalizing the devil's
lettuce might be obvious,
but that's only part of the
problem.

pensaries? While the freedom to
grow would make sense for a nondeadly, natural plant, that scenario will most likely never occur in
the near future. It would not allow
the greedy lawmakers of New York
City to create double-digit taxes
per sale, and from an economic
standpoint, flood the market with
unregulated marijuana.
This fear of a supply-side flood
would have disastrous implications for marijuana prices, therefore decreasing the incentive
for legitimate businesses to create long-term investments. One
would just have to look at Oregon,
where the legalization of marijuana caused a supply-side flood that
led to a 50 percent drop in price
per gram for the substance, as reported by CBC News.
But what about small businesses? New York, with our everincreasing rental prices and gentrification, small businesses are
under attack. Yet one form of small
businesses remains strong and
numerous — the local bodega.
These small businesses are rallying to sell marijuana if it is legalized within the state.
Allowing local bodegas to sell
legalized weed with strict regulation would be the perfect revenue
item for these small businesses. It
would supplement the business
model perfectly, with its close locality, 24-hour convenience and
delicious food selections.
This would provide a one stop
shop for the customer and give
small businesses the boost they
need in a climate where small
businesses are simply becoming
too small.
-Christopher Santos
Finance

L

ights, camera, action!” assumed a whole other meaning for Empire star Jussie
Smollett, a black homosexual man
whom the media pushed into the
spotlight after he claimed he was
attacked in a hate crime with the
statement of “MAGA,” a reference
to President Donald Trump’s catchphrase, at the forefront. While new
developments concerning supposedly false claims and contradictions regarding the Jan. 29 attack
arose, support for Smollett turned
into scorn. However, people should
not sweep the case of Smollett under the rug just yet.
The alleged hate crime rapidly
garnered mass media attention
from celebrities and politicians,
all expressing love, support and a
condemnation of the attack. Smollett’s on-screen mother, Taraji P.
Henson, encouraged him to “walk
in your truth,” HuffPost reported,
while Sen. Kamala Harris called
the attack “an attempted modern
day lynching.” Maybe she was right;
Smollett did say his attackers put a
noose around his neck.
However, plot holes began surfacing in the script, questioning
how Smollett’s attackers knew he
would visit Subway at 2 a.m., why
Smollett refused to hand over all of
his phone records and why he paid
$3,500 to his alleged attackers.
While it makes sense Smollett
would at least pay cash if he orchestrated the attack, Chicago Police
Department Superintendent Eddie Johnson stated on Feb. 21 that
Smollett staged the whole attack
because he wanted a raise, CNN
reported. Seems like a lot of trouble
to go through for a raise. Whatever
happened to just asking?
The Chicago Police Department
also believed that it wasted its time
and resources investigating the allegedly false attack when it could
have spent them elsewhere. While

Bernie Sanders can bring nothing new
to Democrats in a narrow 2020 election

S

en. Bernie Sanders of Vermont has joined the already overcrowded field of
Democrats all vying for the party’s
nomination in the 2020 presidential elections. The runner-up in
the 2016 presidential primaries
believes that he can ride the unexpected hype his campaign garnered last election to a win this
time around. What Sanders needs
to realize is that this field of liberal
candidates looks very different
now than it did a few years ago.
Despite strong poll numbers right
now, the likelihood that he is able
to capture the nomination is slim.
There are many factors currently working against Sanders. One of
them actually happens to be that
he is already the frontrunner and
thus could potentially become a
victim of his own success, Vox reported.
It’s challenging for any candidate who leads this early in the
polls to ultimately end up securing the nomination. Frequently,
enthusiasm wanes for such candidates and increases for others. This
is precisely what led to the nominations of John Kerry, former President Barack Obama and President
Donald Trump over the expected
favorites in the past few primaries.
By having this much name recognition early on, Sanders faces an
uphill battle to maintain this level
of voter excitement.
Another challenge he faces is
his age. Ronald Reagan was 78
years old when he left office in
1989, making him the oldest president in U.S. history. By the time the
2020 election rolls around, Sanders will be 79 years old. Whenever
a party puts forth its choice for the
next president, the obvious hope
is that the candidate will last two

terms. Regardless of how one feels
about Sanders, it seems unlikely
that anyone would be comfortable
with a man who might be 87 when
his presidency expires.
It’s also worth noting that the
2016 and 2020 races look extremely
different. A few years ago, Sanders’
only real opposition was Hillary
Clinton. He provided an alternative
to a candidate whom many voters
deemed to be unlikeable for one
reason or another. In lieu of aligning themselves with her, many liberals latched on to Sanders and
unexpectedly gave Clinton a run for
the money. Still, Sanders ended up
losing the primary.
Now the race looks much different. He is running against at
least 15 Democrats, many of whom
share the exact same policy ideas.
While there are surely many voters
who aligned themselves with Sanders because they felt very strongly
about him as a candidate, there are
also undoubtedly a great number of
those who voted for him simply because he wasn’t Clinton. Those voters now have a wide array of candidates to choose from and could
easily latch on to one of the many
other progressives running.
Many Clinton voters felt that
Sanders ultimately hurt the party’s
eventual nominee by taking too
long to drop out of the race. It’s possible that those Clinton Democrats,
who outnumbered Sanders voters
by over 3.5 million, may feel some
resentment toward him and will
subsequently refuse to vote for him
in the primary.
With so many Democrats already running and even more expected to jump in, it can be hard
to tell one candidate from another.
Sanders stuck out in the 2016 election because he was a leftist who

refused to take money from big corporations and had long advocated
for progressive policies.
Nowadays, there are plenty of
Democrats already in the race who
look at least partially like that. Sen.
Sherrod Brown is easily as liberal
as Sanders, possibly even more so.
Rep. Beto O’Rourke, who is expected to declare his candidacy, also refuses to take donations from largescale corporations, Open Secrets
said. And Sen. Elizabeth Warren
has long advocated for the same
progressive politics as Sanders.
Once viewed as radically different from the establishment,
there is now little that distinguishes Sanders from the Democratic
crowd anymore. Even on a basic
surface level, there is not much
that separates Sanders from 44 of
the 45 presidents that came before
him. Based on looks alone, he is an
elderly, heterosexual, white man.
Democrats may be clamoring
for a different type of candidate.
There are already six women, two
African-American people and one
gay man running for the party’s
nomination thus far. It’s possible
that voters might be tired of the
same types of people representing
them in the executive office and
may vote for one of the many minority candidates, simply because
they identify with them more.
Sanders jumped into the race
in hopes that his 2016 momentum
will carry over into 2020. It won’t.
There are clearly plenty of factors working against him this time
around. While the race may be an
uphill battle for all of the Democrats running, it will be even more
so for Sanders.
-Evan Lewis
Journalism ‘19

possibly true, it is unlikely that as
much attention will be given to
normal cases in comparison with
celebrity ones, even as Chicago’s
mayoral elections approach.
#JusticeForJussie quickly vanished. Politicians and celebrities
evaded questions on the Smollett
case, although Smollett’s on-screen
father Terrence Howard lent his unconditional support. Trump later
tweeted, “What about MAGA and
the tens of millions of people you
insulted with your racist and dangerous comments!? #MAGA.” How
ironic when he lied and cried “McCarthyism” after he falsely accused
former President Barack Obama of
wiretapping Trump Tower.
Highly publicized claims of false
reports diminish the credibility of
real ones, making it harder for real
victims to come forward. Yet, this
should not happen. It is unreasonable to judge a whole community
based on an individual's actions.
Smollett’s allegedly false orchestration is on him, and people should
not let it contaminate the slew of
real hate crime reports. If Smollett lied, only his reputation is tarnished.
Many assumed the MAGA-hat
wearing Covington, Kentucky, teen
threatened a Native American man,
yet evidence suggested that this
was not the case and media coverage died down, America reported.
Whatever happened to giving the
benefit of the doubt? Yet, if hate
crimes were uncommon, people
would be less inclined to quickly
believe Smollett — or even the Covington teen — until concrete facts
were presented. Unfortunately, the
FBI reported that hate crimes increased to 8,828 in 2017.
It is not shameful to want accountability, especially when others have not faced it and injustices
are normalized. After all, Carolyn
Bryant who accused Emmett Till of

whistling at her, culminating in his
lynching, still has not faced charges, despite lying about the whole
situation. It is funny how the police
department arrested Smollett, but
no one ever arrested Bryant over
false claims. Police even released
Smollett’s alleged attackers after
doubts arose.
Smollett is not the only celebrity who supposedly led the public
astray. Swimmer Ryan Lochte lied
about being held at gunpoint during the 2016 Summer Olympics but
received community service and
no jail time, according to The New
York Times.
Meanwhile, Smollett faces up to
three years in prison. Perhaps this
suggests a double standard, one
that treats Smollett as if he is guilty
until proven innocent, not innocent
until proven guilty.
Claiming false attacks alludes
to something deeper, one that suggests the plights, issues and safety
standards of marginalized communities are not addressed, which
should never be the case. Meanwhile, taking a side and ignoring
murky cases is problematic as turning against one another creates a
divisive atmosphere that benefits
nobody.
Reinforcing one’s beliefs and
biases, rather than refuting them, is
more common because it is easier.
Paying attention to credible sources, putting aside biases and maintaining an objective perspective
is harder, but this alleviates tense
situations.
Real hate crimes are still happening and they need the amount
of attention Smollett’s case received. While the American system
is not perfect, putting faith in the
justice system and due process may
help uncover an impartial truth.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

MARCH 4, 2019

Business
Cheap eats: How to get the best
food for your money at Baruch

By Sheron Virani
Saving can be hard, especially hard if you are commuting regularly to the
heart of one of the most expensive cities in the country — New York City.
However, attending Baruch College and commuting around and living in
New York City can be more affordable with the following ways.

HEATHER SHAH | THE TICKER
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Ticker Tape

A Financial Briefing by Baruch College’s Investment Management Group

A

fter the 19.78 percent correction in the last two
months of 2018, the stock
market has turned itself around
with its performance in the first
quarter of 2019.
The S&P 500 recorded its best
January performance in history
and its year-to-date return stands
at 11.26 percent.
The correction that ensued
near the end of 2018 was caused by
a slew of worries. Investors’ fears
over the hawkish tone of Federal
Reserve’s monetary policy, escalating trade tensions with China,
synchronized global economic
slowdown and concerns over a potential earnings recession in 2019.
The market regained much of
what it lost during the correction
in part due to better than expected earnings reports and sudden
change in tone of Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell during his
latest press conference where he
backed off from running the balance sheet normalization on autopilot.
Even though President Donald
Trump recently announced that he
is postponing the additional tariff
hike by 60 days, the threat of unresolved trade policies still looms.
_________________________

A

t 17.71 percent, Industrials,
or XLI, is the best performing sector. Boeing is the
biggest contributor with stock up
22.05 percent after a record fourth
quarter earnings.
It beat EPS estimates by 19.9
percent on the back of a $28.30 billion revenue and raised expectations for airplane sales to 905, up
from 806 last year.
This signals strong growth for
air travel, despite the world bank

After the 19.78 percent
correction in the last two
months of 2018, the stock
market has turned itself
around with its
performance in the first
quarter of 2019.

cutting its 2019 growth forecast
due to trade tensions and currency
woes.
Railroads have also been performing well. CSX, NSC and UNP
added a total of 2.3 percent of XLI’s
YTD gains. Although railroads
had incredible gains for 2019, they
fared poorly in the last quarter
of 2018, due to tensions between
China and the United States.
However, recent data shows
that rail traffic has held up well,
with carloads up 1.7 percent from
January 2018 and intermodal originations up 1.1 percent showing
continued strength in the industry. All three companies have beat
quarter four EPS and revenue expectations.
_________________________

T

he technology sector, XLK,
is up 13.90 percent with the
biggest contribution coming
from Microsoft, which reported
76 percent growth in service segment Azure. In the process, Microsoft took over the crown for most
valuable publicly traded company
on market capitalization basis, at
$856.1 billion.
Two other big contributors
were the payment processors,
Mastercard and Visa, adding a
total of 1.36 percent to XLK. Mastercard reported a gross dollar volume of $1.55 trillion — an increase
of 14 percent year over year — and
Visa reporting a similar outcome
with an increase of 11 percent in
payment volume.
_________________________

E

nergy, XLE, is up 12.45 percent for 2019 with Exon Mobile, Chevro and Phillips 66
adding a total value of 6.16 percent
to XLE. These increases are backed
by an increased refining margins
and production.
_________________________

C

onsumer Staples, XLY posted a total of 11.38 percent
in gains for 2019, backed by
Amazon and home improvement
retailers like Home Depot and
Lowes.
Amazon has only had a return
of 8.72 percent this year, but due
to its weighting in the ETF — 21.54
percent — it has added by far the
most value to XLY with 1.93 per-

cent.
Much like Microsoft, the most
impressive number was the cloud
service performance, which is
up 46 percent year over year and
brought in $7.92 billion in revenue.

If there’s one thing we Baruch students collectively rely on to survive long classes, finish
the plethora of homework we receive each day and stay up long nights studying for exams, it’s
caffeine.
Whether it’s coffee, tea or energy drinks, many students rely on caffeine to get through their
day, and while Starbucks may seem like the most tempting option, it is also the most expensive.
Instead, one can find many other affordable alternatives.
Espresso Matto: This tiny cafe located on Park Avenue and 40th St. not only sells a variety of
caffeinated drinks, they also sell breakfast items such as omelet croissants, muffins, brownies,
avocado and egg sandwiches. And the best part? Everything is $2. All size drinks and foods are
only $2.
Coffee cart outside Baruch: Still craving that coffee but don't want to go too far? The coffee
cart right outside Baruch on the corner of 24th Street and Lexington Avenue is $1.25 a cup. It's
an easy way to grab coffee right before heading inside the Newman Vertical Campus for class.
While there, you can also snag a bagel or donut for your breakfast. But be quick, because lines
can form in the morning!
Other ways to get an affordable coffee or tea is from the various bodegas located around
Baruch. Bodegas usually sell their coffee and tea for under $2 and will successfully fulfill one’s
caffeine needs.

_________________________

F

inancials, XLF, underperformed the overall market in
2018 and continues to do so,
posting only 10.16 percent YTD.
Worries about raising interest rates
has plagued the industry but the
fundamentals are still strong.
Bank of America reported
strong fourth quarter earnings
with a 52 percent increase in consumer banking net income and 42
percent increase in global wealth
and investment management. Recently, BB&T announced that it
will merge with SunTrust Banks for
a $28.2 billion in an all stock deal
to create the sixth largest bank in
the United States by deposits.
The two Banks were having a
difficult time competing with larger banks and also wanted to consolidate their tech spending, which
they desperately need in order to
serve their customer and compete
against big national banks.
The merger is expected to be
completed by Q4 2019 and is expected to create an annual cost
savings of $1.6 billion by 2022.

NOAH FLEISCHMAN | THE TICKER

Lunch in New York City can cost between $15 to $20 if you go to a sit-down restaurant.
However, lunch doesn't have to be as pricey if you choose the right restaurants and meal options.
Places like Chipotle, Cava and Skewr around Baruch offer healthy and filling bowls that stretch
each dollar to its limit.
These meals are not only abundant in quantity; they are also abundant in quality and nutrition. The bowls are wholesome and include meat, rice, salad, vegetables and various sauces or
toppings.
Not far from Baruch is Trader Joe’s. This grocery store has a variety of fresh products that are
extremely affordable, especially in comparison to supermarkets such as Stop N Shop. Fast-moving
lines and helpful employees are also inviting.

_________________________

A

fter stellar performance in
2018, Healthcare has lagged
behind the market, only
posting 8.63 percent YTD. The
company with the largest attribution to XLV is Johnson and Johnson with 6.58 percent.
In recent news, General Electric has agreed to sell its healthcare
business to the Danaher Corporation in a $21 billion all-cash deal.
Some analysts believe that DHR’s
organic growth will increase from
4 percent to 6 percent due to this
acquisition that will be completed
in fourth quarter 2019.
Danaher is funding the acquisition with an offering of $1.35 billion worth of common stock and
an additional $1.35 billion of Series A Mandatory Convertible Preferred Stock.
By Tenzin Thinlley

NOAH FLEISCHMAN | THE TICKER

Baruch may be a commuter school, but it leaves no stone unturned when it comes to its club
life. Every Tuesday and Thursday, Baruch students engross themselves in academic, professional
and fun events hosted by campus clubs.
These events are often held during lunch hours from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. or during dinner
hours from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. There is almost always food for members and participants.
Some organizations also offer free coffee and hold bake sales during the day to raise money
for nonprofit causes, keeping the Baruch students happy and fed.
These club events are a great opportunity to get involved in Baruch’s club life and to meet new
people while also saving money. They’re a total win-win.
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Academy's 91st Oscars ceremony incites even more backlash
SVEN LARSEN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Oscars have not had a positive reputation in several years.
From the creation of the #OscarsSoWhite campaign highlighting the lack of diversity among
nominees for the prestigious film
awards to the infamous 2017 blemish of La La Land and Moonlight
being confused for best picture,
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences was in a position
to work on its awards ceremony’s
semitarnished reputation.
The 91st annual Oscars flexed
impressive improvements, increased ratings and fair wins with
the excepted snubs and faults that
litter through every award show.
The mostly neutral night wasn't
set out to be uncontroversial. The
Academy originally announced a
plan to air four technical art awards
— cinematography, makeup and
hairstyling, film editing and liveaction short — during commercial
breaks to ensure a streamlined and
shortened telecast. A heavy backlash from industry workers and
fans quickly prompted a reworking
to fit the categories into the televised event.
The Academy's disregard for the
technical arts worried viewers, as
did other persistent issues with the
Oscars, like the notorious role of
the host. Kevin Hart stepped down
from his announced hosting gig after the comedian's past homophobic tweets upset the public, leaving
a void in the awards show.
Instead of grappling for any
another available comedian, the

ABC | CRAIG SJODIN

Melissa McCarthy's and Brian Tyree Henry's outfits, collages of Oscar-nominated costumes, were highlights of the night.
Academy took an unprecedented
move to have no host at all and it
was for the better.
A stream of Hollywood favorites assumed the role of host of the
night, each taking their own moment to obtain laughs and jabs.
Hollywood's comedic first ladies
Tina Fey, Amy Poehler and Maya
Rudolph, opened the show with
their seasoned charisma and playful remarks toward President Donald Trump.
“Just a quick update for everybody, in case you're confused:
There is no host tonight, there
won't be a popular movie category
and Mexico is not paying for the
wall,” reminded Rudolph.
Melissa McCarthy, who was
nominated for her oddly fitting
role in Can You Ever Forgive Me?,

teamed up with Brian Tyree Henry
and a star-in-the-making bunny
puppet to announce the award for
best costume design. Draped in a
collage of costumes from the category’s nominees this year, the two
instantly created an iconic moment
of the night.
Aside from the decision that the
best host is no host, the Academy
also satisfied many with its choices
for winners. The moving Netflix
movie Roma took home best foreign language film and best director.
Regina King won best supporting actress for her performance in
If Beale Street Could Talk. BlacKkKlansman won best adapted
screenplay, prompting director
Spike Lee to leap with joy onto the
stage.

Best actress went to Olivia Colman in The Favourite, who admitted that she was surprised to win.
“Glenn Close, you've been my idol
for so long and this not how I wanted it to be,” said the tearful winner
to Close, the seven-time nominated veteran actress who lost again
despite her acclaimed role in The
Wife.
Disney and Pixar witnessed a
loss as well, seeing their combined
six-year streak for best animated
feature end to Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse. With two nominees,
Ralph Breaks the Internet and Incredibles 2, the animated powerhouse of Disney couldn't stand up
to Sony's innovative take on the
classic superhero.
Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper
became the highly popular — yet

fictional — power couple of the
night with their performance of
“Shallow.” The track from A Star is
Born differed greatly from Gaga's
solo performance of the song on
the Grammys a few weeks ago. Opting for the simple background of a
piano, guitar and Cooper's vocals
during the majority of the song,
Gaga dissolved out of reality to rehash her character, Ally, and the
emotional power of the movie.
Gaga's moment lasted beyond
her performance; the three-time
nominee — previously nominated
for best original song in 2016 and
who was concurrently nominated
for best actress — won best original song alongside co-songwriters
Mark Ronson, Anthony Rossomando and Andrew Wyatt.
Amid these smart choices for
the Academy, the one communally
deemed slip-up came from the biggest award of the night, best picture, the coveted title that went to
Green Book.
The highly esteemed category
held many acclaimed titles such as
Black Panther and Roma, but director-writer Peter Farrelly's display of
racial tensions in the era of segregation won over the Academy's vote.
The immediate spark of backlash burned over on social media,
but also within the Dolby Theatre;
BlacKkKlansman director Spike
Lee tried to leave early, stating later,
“The ref made a bad call.”
This year's moderately positive
show isn't necessarily ushering in
a golden era of the Oscars, but the
tactful planning and accomplished
presentation beckon for further
and greater shows and winners.

The Hidden World brings animated series to satisfying conclusion

BENJAMIN WALLIN
How to Train Your Dragon: The
Hidden World is the third feature
film in the decadelong series —
which also includes a 40-episode
TV series and some digital video
releases — and it continues to provide fun and emotion in the way of
its predecessors.
With four- and five-year gaps
between films, each one came out
with enough distance for the previous film to nearly disappear from
the mind, before a quick recap or
reference would help make them
all fresh again. The Hidden World,
like the other Dragon films, will
be easy to forget in a short period
of time, but it’s a nice ride while it
lasts.
As with all previous Dragon
films, the conflict comes between
those who believe in the potential
good of dragons and those who see
them as vicious beasts of war. Jay
Baruchel plays Hiccup, a runt of
a Viking who became his island’s
chief through his ingenuity, dragon
training and being the son of the
late chief. Hiccup has a sweetness
to him, and his relationship with
his dragon, Toothless, has been
the emotional anchor of the entire
series. As in the series' first two entries, he continues to be awkward,
but he doesn’t have much new up
his sleeves.
The Hidden World acts as a rehash of sorts, bringing up several
familiar plot elements. As in previous films, a significant dramatic
turn rests on Toothless being cap-

tured and the chase to get him
back. Still, The Hidden World can
be commended for the seemingly
minor change of recasting the role
of Tuffnut — T.J. Miller, the character’s original voice, made headlines
with separate allegations that he
had committed sexual assault, sent
out a transphobic email to a critic
and called in a false bomb threat.
The villain is Grimmel, a man
hell-bent on killing most dragons
for pretty shallow reasons. He’s
voiced by F. Murray Abraham, but
the actor’s wonderful voice doesn’t
make much of an impression in the
role. There’s a coolness with which
Grimmel can fire off a tranquilizing
shot or how easily he follows the
hero and his friends on the run, but
it goes nowhere exciting.
The joys of The Hidden World
are in the small moments and the
bits that aren’t driving the central
story forward. Tuffnut and his twin
sister, Ruffnut — the latter voiced
unabashedly by Kristen Wiig — are
highlights, their distracted comments and arguments bringing
enjoyable energy to the dialogue
in writer-director Dean DeBlois’
script. Jonah Hill brings similar
joy in his role as Snotlout, even as
the youthful character comes on to
Hiccup’s mom repeatedly.
The strangest thing about the
whole film is its insistence upon
pushing subplots of romantic or
physical attraction, even as The
Hidden World touts a PG rating.
Toothless dances a mating dance
for a female dragon and one character states about the species,
“Night Furies mate for life.” Snotlout and Ruffnut repeatedly express their own amorous feelings at
repeated intervals.
There’s a near-explicitness to
the feelings being presented, more
so than in animated films like Incredibles 2, for which The New
Yorker’s Anthony Lane produced a

COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World offers its share of disappointments, but its joys are in the little moments.
particularly off-putting review.
Filled with stunning visuals, The
Hidden World continues to up the
quality of the animation from the
previous entry. Dreamworks Animation films made with computer
animation tend to age poorly as
technology improves — compare
Madagascar to Pixar’s The Incredibles or see the three-dimensional
animation in The Prince of Egypt or
The Road to El Dorado — but the
How to Train Your Dragon series
takes that in stride, as each entry
looks better than the last. When
the characters finally discover the

hidden world, as they must with a
movie named as such, the screen
amazes with neon colors and fantastical structures.
Composer John Powell returns
to the series once again with a
wonderful score. While the music
throughout creates a great atmosphere for the film, full of Celtic
motifs, it is the theme that traces its
way back to the original film’s “Test
Drive” and the second’s reworking
in the track “Where No One Goes”
that really shows off Powell’s composition in a meaningful way.
The theme is the musical equiv-

alent of flying fast, wind blowing
through hair, feeling the thrill of
climbing higher and pushing farther ahead.
Although The Hidden World
makes itself out to be the end of a
trilogy, there will likely be more
from the world of Cressida Cowell’s
book series, whether in a movie,
TV series or otherwise. It’s a joy to
watch, even as it starts to slip away
from memory. Sure, it’s flawed, but
it also delivers an epilogue — before the credits roll — that makes
the decadelong span of the series
completely worth the time.
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Alita: Battle Angel loses the fight to continue Cameron's legacy
EVAN LEWIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

When James Cameron ties his
name to a production, he raises the
potential for the movie’s exposure
and success.
For decades, he’s been attached
to classics like The Terminator, Terminator 2: Judgment Day, Aliens
and more. His films Titanic and
Avatar are the two highest-grossing
films in movie history. It’s fair to
say that Cameron is a filmmaking
legend and moviegoers are correct
in assuming that any project he has
ties to has the potential to be excellent.
However, it’s also fair to say that
he does not have the Midas touch;
for all of his successes, Cameron
has also been a part of more than a
few disappointments. Alita: Battle
Angel can be classified as the latter
Despite debuting at the top of
an otherwise weak Presidents Day
weekend — perhaps due to Cameron’s name being attached to the
project — the producer and screenwriter’s latest film, directed by the
acclaimed Robert Rodriguez, is
quite a far cry from Avatar.
The manga-based flick is set
in the distant future, where Alita,
a cyborg, is trying to navigate the
cyberpunk world around her after
waking up in the office of a friendly
doctor who rescued her from the
junkyard.
The rest of the plot gets muddled in overdone clichés and blatant sequel-baiting with a few occasional bright spots interspersed
throughout.
From the beginning, it seems
that Alita can’t decide what it wants
to be. Maybe that’s the rub when
adapting a screenplay from such
rich source material — the complete collection of Yukito Kishiro’s
Gunnm series is 2,000 pages long
— but it hampers what could have

otherwise been an impressive film.
The movie dances with being a
futuristic coming-of-age story, then
abruptly becomes a tale about the
vigilantes within the city, before
shifting into a sports movie revolving around “motorball,” while simultaneously trying to cram in a
love story.
Any one of these individual plot
lines is fine in and of itself, but the
movie never sticks with any of them
long enough for the viewer to ultimately care how they are resolved.
It’s possible that this is by design, though, because Alita is already preoccupied with positioning itself to become a franchise
before the credits roll.
A surprise appearance by a notable actor late in the film is so obviously trying to set up sequels that
it completely takes the audience
out of the movie.
Cameron and Rodriguez’s as-

sumption that this feature — which
cost the studio close to $200 million to make — is going to be such
a massive success, to the point
where they already began plotting
out subsequent installments in the
series, is both arrogant and misguided.
By the end of Alita, it’s unlikely
that audiences will be clamoring
for another. More likely, they will
be asking themselves how they
were duped into seeing a movie
that resembles so many other movies that came before it.
Alita borrows aspects from a lot
of different movies. One can easily
see the influence of films like Blade
Runner, Dark City, The Matrix, Jupiter Ascending and Ready Player
One heavily throughout the movie;
it would be fine, if the movie itself
had built on any of its predecessors
instead of just mirroring their visuals, character archetypes and car-

Alita: Battle Angel delivers on stylish action fighting scenes but fails to boost an equally interesting plot to convey Yukito Kishiro's Gunnm series.

Designers and models mourn death
of German fashion legend Lagerfeld
AYSE KELCE
Karl Lagerfeld, iconic German
fashion designer, was reported
dead on Feb. 19, likely at the age
of 85.
Lagerfeld made his first major
achievement in fashion when, at a
young age, he became assistant to
Pierre Balmain after winning first
prize in a contest by the International Wool Association. The years
and his ages are confused by different accounts, due to Lagerfeld's
tendency to fabricate his birth year,
as reported by The New York Times.
Lagerfeld’s influence on the
fashion industry grew with his collaborations with Fendi and Chloé,
as well as his role as the creative
director of French fashion house
Chanel in 1983.
He was the creative director of
Chanel for 36 years and Fendi for
over five decades, reforming and
reinterpreting Chanel’s iconic designs while making sure to keep
the collections and designs exciting and up-to-date.
“The label has an image and it's
up to me to update it. What I did,

Every time Alita springs into action, it’s easy to get lost in the fun
of it all.
Rodriguez thrives by giving the
audience exactly what it wants:
surreal brutality between a realistic
animated heroine and her cyborg
foes. It can be easy to forget why
they are fighting in the first place,
but that’s probably for the best.
After the first hour, moviegoers
can possibly be tricked into thinking that this film actually has the
potential to be Cameron’s next big
hit before the second half gradually
pushes that idea out of their heads.
Overall, the action-packed
scenes and stunning visual effects seem to be enough to make
this movie a success overseas and
potentially propel it into a series.
Hopefully, Cameron and Rodriguez will learn from their mistakes
and spend more time developing a
coherent script next time around.

COURTESY OF TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX
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CONTRIBUTING WRITER

toonish violence.
The only thing that separates
Alita from any of the aforementioned flicks is the protagonist’s
unnecessarily enormous CGI eyes,
which — much like Rami Malek’s
fake teeth in Bohemian Rhapsody
— are more than a little distracting
during the opening sequences.
Still, there are plenty of things
to enjoy about this movie. Rosa
Salazar and Christoph Waltz give
strong performances as Alita and
Dr. Dyson Ido, respectively, that
suggest they also bought into Cameron’s visions of a franchise, while
talents like Mahershala Ali and Jennifer Connelly are both thoroughly
underused. Everyone involved,
however, does gives an honest performance.
Mostly, Alita is at its strongest
when the audience doesn’t have to
think about the plot and the mostly
flat characters.

she never did, she would have hated,” Lagerfeld said to CNN in 2011
about the brand-new perspective he had brought to the fashion
house, diverging from the path of
creator and namesake Coco Chanel.
The designer played a crucial
role in transforming Fendi from
a fur-and-leather-oriented shop
to an internationally recognized
fashion brand. In addition to his
creative director positions, Lagerfeld created his own fashion house,
Karl Lagerfeld, in 1984.
Even as he found success, Lagerfeld came into controversy with
his fur designs for Fendi, especially among animal rights activists. PETA condemned the Fendi
“haute horreur” collection in 2015,
on the 50th anniversary of Lagerfeld’s presence in the company.
“It's very easy to say no fur, no
fur, no fur, but it's an industry,”
Lagerfeld responded. He also
claimed that he did not like the
idea of animals getting killed but
the ways have improved.
Shortly after his passing was announced, PETA UK tweeted: “Karl
Lagerfeld has gone, and his pass-

ing marks the end of an era when
fur and exotic skins were seen as
covetable. PETA sends condolences to our old nemesis's loved ones.”
The tweet faced backlash from
many social media users, mainly
stating that it was not a respectful
response to someone’s death, especially considering the organization’s goal of trying to protect the
lives of animals.
Lagerfeld’s last collection for
Fendi was presented during Milan Fashion Week, two days after
his death. The designer previously said that he foresaw dying,
like Coco Chanel did, while in the
middle of creating a collection, in
a 2015 New York Times interview.
Gigi Hadid, who closed the
Fendi fashion show in Milan, was
reported crying in response to the
designer’s passing.
Universally recognized designers and models such as Donatella
Versace, Naomi Campbell, Gigi
and Bella Hadid and many more
shared photos and messages to
present their love and tributes.
Designer Marc Jacobs called
Lagerfeld “a great inspiration” in a
tribute image on Instagram.
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Artificial doctors: AI detects diseases better than some humans
BY HUGH SHIN
STAFF WRITER

A breakthrough in artificial intelligence history was made when
the chess-playing supercomputer
Deep Blue beat world champion
chess player Garry Kasparov in a
six-game match in 1997.
Ever since then, humans have
marveled as their robot companions bested them at simple tasks
such as quickly solving the Rubik’s
Cube, creating music, art and even
understanding law. Now, the new
frontier to AI technology is the diagnosis of illnesses.
AI developed at the University
of California, San Diego, was capable of diagnosing illnesses in
individuals under 18 to a degree
of 90 to 97 percent accuracy. While
the AI falters in performance when
compared with senior doctors, the
new technology could greatly assist doctors in the diagnosis of illnesses.
Kang Zhang and his colleagues
from the university collected data
from over 1.3 million patients from
a hospital in Guangzhou, China,
and trained the AI in identifying
patterns in symptoms to accurately
diagnose what ailment the patient
was suffering from.
However, the AI’s performance
was not perfect. While it was capable of diagnosing diseases like
glandular fever, roseola and influenza, the AI had 3 to 10 percent
room for error. The AI was also being given an easier amount of medical data, as the information was all
from January 2016 to January 2017
for patients under the age of 18.

SEMEVENT | PIXABAY

AI trained on medical records from 1.3 million patients, including text written by doctors and laboratory test results, could diagnose childhood illnesses with surprising accuracy.
Zhang and his team are currently
training the AI to process information from adult patients, too.
While the development of AI is
exciting and is also a new frontier
of science, there is a growing concern regarding programs and machines taking jobs from humans.
Examples of this are tollbooths and
cashier jobs largely being replaced
by automated machines.
However, AI has yet to com-

pletely take over, as many jobs still
require a “human touch.” Chris
Russell from the Alan Turing Institute in London reassures in New
Scientist that this development
in medical diagnosis technology
won’t allow patients to completely
bypass doctors and trained professionals. When tested against 20 pediatricians, the AI did better than
junior doctors, but senior doctors
outperformed the machine.

Russell continues by discussing
that a doctor needs to be present
not only to input symptoms into
the machine and to explain things
to the patient, but for the patient
“to feel like there’s someone there
who cares about you.”
There also lies some concern
that heavy dependence on AI diagnosis may hinder junior doctors
from gaining essential experience
and knowledge in the subtler nu-

ances of detecting patterns in patient complaints. However, Zhang
is optimistic in the future applications of the AI as it could serve to
alleviate the stress for emergency
hospitals. By being able to quickly
diagnose symptoms and identifying whether a type of pain is a serious issue or not, it could prevent
patients who require immediate
attention from waiting hours in a
crowded hospital.

Zodiac Zeal:
Dissecting the
Allure of Horoscopes

Reporting by Ali Hussain | Graphics by Daphnelly Delacruz

Annals of Astrology
For the first 2,000 years of the their existence, astronomy and astrology were
the same thing. The idea of horoscopes and zodiac signs have existed for hundreds of years, with the origin of the concept being traced back to ancient Babylon. Babylonian astrologers, knowing that it took 12 lunar cycles — or months —
for the sun to return to the same position in the sky, associated every lunar cycle
with a constellation, each of which received its name from a specific person or
event. In the case of Babylon, the constellation of the rainy season was dubbed
Aquarius, or the water bearer.
Astrology began being used primarily for agricultural purposes as it was useful to track the seasons of optimal growth and, since it was so integral to the
community, became central to the civilization as a whole.
It was later also used to predict natural disasters and wars, as well as other
influential events in human history. With the importance it held to civilizations
as a whole, astrology came to be one of the things that kings and other rulers
had to consider when making decisions. As societies developed beyond paupers and princes, the idea of astrology trickled down to the masses.
Astrology saw a burst in popularity in the 1960s and 1970s due to the New
Age, after which its importance waned, being relegated to the backs of newspapers and magazines.
In the last decade, however, it has come into the public eye once again. This
rise in popularity has been helped by the fact that horoscopes have taken a
foothold online, appealing to a younger
audience.
“Over the past two years, we’ve really
seen a reframing of New Age practices,
very much geared toward a Millennial and
young Gen X quotient,” Lucie Greene, the
worldwide director of J. Walter Thompson’s, a cultural trend tracking group, told
The Atlantic.

The
Concepts
Involved

Fact Versus Fiction
Despite this explosion in popularity and the logical basis it once held in
terms of predicting natural events, there is no scientific basis for the correlation between the placements of astral bodies at the time, place and date of
someone’s birth and the personality of the individual, as proved a number of
times throughout the years by J. Mayo’s, O. White’s, and H.J. Eysneck’s 1978
“An empirical study of the relation between astrological factors and personality,” G.A. Tyson’s 1984 “An empirical test on the astrological theory of personality” and Jan J.F. Van Rooij’s 1994 “Introversion-extraversion: astrology versus
psychology.”
All of the studies on the matter seem to conclude that such a relationship
does not exist.
The results of G.A. Tyson’s 1984 study indicated that astrologers did not
provide a statistically significantly representation of the personality of the subject based on the information about the subject’s birth that had been given
to the astrologer. Regardless, there is a significant part of the population that
entertains the idea that astrological signs influencing personality has a basis
in reality.
Additionally, the story of Edmund Kemper’s horoscope further solidifies
this idea.
A teacher produced a professional horoscope for an individual known as
“Big Ed.” He handed a copy of Big Ed’s horoscope to each of his students. After
giving the students 30 minutes to read through what they thought to be their
horoscopes, many of the students were convinced that horoscopes were an
accurate reflection of themselves.
One of the students even exclaimed, “I love me!” while holding “her” horoscope to her chest. Even the so-called skeptics in the class were convinced that
the horoscopes given to them accurately represented them and were ready to
jump on board with believing that horoscopes were accurate.
The teacher revealed, however, that the
horoscopes given to the students were all
the same, and that they had also all been
given the horoscope of Edmund Kemper III,
a 6’9” serial killer and necrophiliac from California, also known as Big Ed.
There were a number of scientific concepts at play in the experiment, the first of
which was the Barnum effect.

The Barnum Effect was
an idea first discovered by psychologist
Bertram R. Forer, who dubbed it “the fallacy of personal validation.” Psychologist Paul Meehl then renamed it
after P.T. Barnum, the man who built his famous circus on the idea
that he had something for everyone. The Barnum effect is the “tendency
for people to judge that general, universally valid statements about personality are actually specific descriptions of their own personalities.”
This takes root in relation to the belief that horoscopes are accurate measures of
personality, because horoscopes tend to rely on two separate — but connected — concepts
of cold reading and hot reading. Cold reading entails saying so much that at least some
piece of information is bound to stick. Hot reading, on the other hand, entails saying things
that are true for almost everyone, such as the statements, “You are not reaching your full potential,” or “You wish to move up in your work life.” A dash of flattery is also common in these
hot readings, such as the case with claiming that the subject has an above average
sense of humor.
Mediums also tend to be experts in reading body language in order to alter what they say
based on the reactions of the subject. There is also a tendency for people to fall back on confirmation bias and ignore the aspects of the horoscope that does not apply to them.
Since the descriptions provided by horoscopes are simultaneously broad enough
and vague enough to apply to everyone and give off an air of accuracy, they can be
applied to just about any event that occurs in someone’s life. For example, if an
astrologer claims that someone has recently experienced great pain, the person can apply that idea to anything from stubbing a toe to losing out on
a possible business partnership to watching someone die in front
of them.
Conflict, romance and joy can be found everywhere if you are subconsciously influenced to look for one.

Similar
Pseudopsychometrics
These very concepts can also be applied in the case of other tests that seem
to show aspects of one’s nature, such as the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, Rorschach test, Hogwarts houses and the like, extending into online quizzes that
determine which pizza topping you are. A similar concept is that of spectralinity,
an online experiment that reveals your personality traits based on favorite color.
Of course, this experiment is entirely inaccurate and random but seems to work
because it utilizes the same tactics that are used in horoscopes.

Benefiting
from Barnum

Despite the lies that the Barnum effect is usually associated with, knowledge
of the Barnum effect can be used in a positive way. The phrases often utilized in
applying the Barnum effect on others — “You’re an intuitive thinker” or “You’re a
good judge of character” — can be used to chat up others or to realize when someone is trying to use the Barnum effect on others.
In the business world specifically, there is no need to use a specific businessrelated compliment regarding success. Rather, saying a generic statement like
“You seem to be very on top of your game” can have the same effect. This appeal
to flattery and usage of cold and hot reading can make someone like you more
than a possible competitor who doesn’t say anything of the sort. Though most
people already know of the idea that compliments are useful in politics and business, it is important to note that the compliment does not have to be genuine or
specific. Though astrology had a significant logical basis in the past, it no longer
does.
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If the ‘Dutch Shoe' Fits:
Men's basketball wins CUNYAC title on Boateng's buzzer beater
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Coming into the game, the biggest test for Baruch was containing
Brooklyn’s junior guard Anthony
McClean, who dropped 41 points
on Medgar Evers. After getting out
to an early 12-9 lead, the Bearcats
never looked back. Going into halftime, Baruch led 37-22 and senior
Bryler Paige completely took over
the game, outscoring everybody
with 15 points. Baruch’s strong defense held up as well, as Brooklyn
shot a measly 25 percent from the
field.
In the second half, the Bearcats
played slow, taking as much time
off the clock as possible. With just
under six minutes left in the game,
it seemed that Brooklyn was making a comeback, cutting the deficit
to only eight, while Baruch’s shooting went cold.
After a three-point shot by Andre Harris, to put the lead back to
11 points, Paige took over once
again, increasing the lead to 17
points.
Baruch went on to dominate
the game and won by a score of
73-59. Paige led with 28 points, on
9-19 shooting and 4-9 shooting
from behind the arc. Harris had
a very strong game as he posted a
double-double of 19 points and 12
rebounds. Brooklyn’s McClean was
held to only 14 points in the loss.
Baruch’s win over Brooklyn,
and CSI’s win over John Jay in the
semifinal game, set the scene for
the CUNYAC Championship Game

COURTESY OF BARUCH ATHLETICS

Andre Harris put together an incredible performance in the Championship game, scoring 28 points and earning MVP honors.
held at Hunter College. During the
regular season, Baruch and CSI
split their season series, with CSI
routing Baruch 74-49 in Staten Island and Baruch winning 82-78 in
the ARC Arena. It was set up to be
a very tough matchup and that is
what it was.
Six minutes into the game, Staten Island went up by 10 points and
it looked that it would run away
with the game, until senior Harris put the team on his back. He
went on to score four of Baruch’s
next five baskets, and after a layup
made by senior William Sixsmith

the game was tied at 22. The score
continued to go back-and-forth.
Once one team took the lead, the
other either tied it or took the lead
right back. However, with the game
clock running down in the first half,
Harris capped off his magnificent
scoring run with a gorgeous fadeaway three-pointer in the corner
while the clocks hit 0.0, putting Baruch up 37-34 going into the half.
The biggest story of the first
half was clearly Harris, who shot a
near perfect 7-9 from the field and
2-2 from three, giving him a gameleading 17 points. On the CSI side,

forward Rigaud Destime was scoring at will with 14 points. CUNYAC
Player of the Year and CSI senior
guard Christian Taylor only had
two points on 1-5 shooting.
The second half was more of the
same, in comparison to the first.
The largest lead was five points
for Baruch, after Paige opened up
scoring with a layup at the start of
the second half. With Harris going
a bit cold, junior forward Benjamin
Boateng was giving the Bearcats
life, as he was playing with muchneeded energy. Boateng shot 5-7
with 10 points, eight rebounds and

was showing his presence on the
defensive side under the basket in
the second half.
After a lot of back-and-forth
play, it came down to under a minute left in the game. After a foul by
CSI on Harris with 15 seconds left,
Baruch went up 74-71, after Harris
made both free throws. CUNYAC
POTY Taylor took the ball up and
with 4 seconds remaining hit the
biggest shot of his season, a threepointer to tie the game up at 74, followed by a CSI timeout. Up to this
point Taylor was 2-9 with only five
points — a very poor game.
Coming out of the timeout, Baruch had just over four seconds to
go the length of the court to win the
game. Head coach John Alesi called
a football style play, in which all
five players started out of bounds,
with Paige inbounding the floor.
The player’s ran a four-man
rush, eliminating inbound pressure
from the defense. Paige inbounded
it to a sprinting Jack Sixsmith who
quickly passed it to Boateng, who
turned around and drained the
game-winning shot with 0.2 seconds left on the clock. After an unsuccessful full-court heave by CSI,
Baruch and its fans went into full
celebration, as the team officially
became the 2018-2019 CUNYAC
Men’s Basketball Champions.
Boateng and Paige were named
to the CUNYAC All-Tournament
team, and Andre Harris was named
the tournament’s MVP after his
28-point dominance in the championship game.

Master Debater: NFL can't let Kraft talk his way out of punishment
BY ISAIAH HINTON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Robert Kraft, the owner of the
New England Patriots has been officially charged with two counts of
first-degree solicitation of a prostitute after allegedly being caught on
tape as a result of a six-month joint
investigation conducted by various
southern Florida police departments.
The investigation spanned
across Orlando and Palm Beach,
Florida, and along the Atlantic
coast, resulting in the closure of
10 spas that housed victims of sex
trafficking. In these spas, the police
taped sessions between the victims
and the buyers, and though Kraft is
only one of many men on file for allegedly paying for sexual relations,
his position as one of the most influential owners in the NFL makes
his case especially concerning.
Kraft has denied any allegations
thrown at him; his legal counsel
said, “We categorically deny that
Mr. Kraft engaged in any illegal activity. Because it is a judicial matter, we will not be commenting further.” Kraft also pleaded not guilty
on Thursday, according to NBC
News.
For the sake of clarity, the story
is not that a 77-year-old man worth
$6.6 billion paid for a sexual experience. The tragedy lies in the women
who were promised a better life by
their captors, only to become sex
slaves, unwillingly averaging 1,500
partners a year.
Although Kraft was not a participant in sex trafficking, his mere
presence in the Orchids of Asia
Day Spa & Massage encouraged
an industry that sexually exploits
people. While his legal punishment
consists of a maximum of one year
in jail, a $5,000 fine and 100 hours
of community service if convicted,
Kraft might face punishment from

two more courts, the court of Roger
Goodell and the court of public
opinion.
Owners “have traditionally
been held to a higher standard
and will be subject to more significant discipline,” the NFL’s Personal
Conduct Policy warns. Previous
cases involving owners and violations of the policy include Jim Irsay
of the Indianapolis Colts and Jerry
Richardson, formerly of the Carolina Panthers. Irsay was arrested on
four counts of possession of a controlled substance and driving while
intoxicated in March of 2014.
While Irsay pled guilty to DUI
and was sentenced to a year probation, Goodell fined Irsay the
maximum amount allowed by the
NFL constitution of $500,000 and
suspended him for six games, in
accordance with the personal conduct policy.
Richardson was found to have
sexually harassed female employees repeatedly and orchestrated
multiple payouts for the victims’
silence in a Sports Illustrated report two years ago. Richardson was
later investigated by the NFL and
fined roughly $2.8 million. However, Richardson sold the Panthers
shortly after the harassment came
to light to current owner David Tepper. These two situations help illustrate the power of Roger Goodell.
The commissioner has always
picked and chosen his battles, and
he has the ability to be a disciplinarian when he wants to be. However, the operative phrase is when
he wants to be. Irsay has always
been seen as a rogue owner — he
walks to the beat of his own drum.
Richardson was a virtual unknown
whose atrocities were revealed in
the height of the fight against sexual harassment in the workplace.
Those fights were easy to wage because he had support. On the other
hand, Kraft is well-liked, on several
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NFL must discipline Patriots' owner Robert Kraft following revelation of his involvement in a prostitution ring in Florida.
NFL committee including leading
the media committee, a frequent
philanthropist to different causes
in and around New England, and
acts as a virtual liaison between
the NFL and the White House. He
also owns a very successful team.
In other words, Kraft has power
and prestige. Although Goodell has
fined Kraft and the Patriots previously, Goodell usually hesitates to
do anything until it seems that the
public demands it. While the public will be on his side to reprimand
Kraft and hold him to the “higher
standard” that the shield vaunts,

at the end of the day, Goodell will
not want to disrupt his salary and
his reputation among the owners.
Therefore, Kraft will most likely
get a slap on the wrist. However,
the court of public opinion might
force him to do so much more than
be flogged around for the people's
sense of righteousness. He might
have to sell the Patriots.
It’s crazy, but if Richardson,
someone who committed sexual
harassment, can receive so much
backlash and negative press that he
sells his biggest asset just to escape
it, then Kraft could do the same if

he faces the same animosity.
This is probably never going
to happen, but that doesn't mean
there isn't more damage that can
be done. For Patriot haters, they
can experience a brief moment of
schadenfreude, deriving pleasure
from the team’s sorrows, and be
provided with another reason to
hate the franchise. The women in
the spas are still there, subject to
horrors people can’t believe. While
this story has brought the idea
of sex trafficking into the sports
world, this is a bigger problem than
a disgraced NFL CEO.
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Padres set for long-term success following Machado signing
BY EVAN LEWIS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Manny Machado made sports
history last week after signing the
most lucrative free agent deal in
North American sports history. The
massive 10-year deal he inked with
San Diego is worth $300 million in
its entirety and sends a strong message to the rest of the MLB that the
Padres are almost ready to compete. While few are anticipating
them to win the division in 2019, it
might not be long before the perennial basement dwellers of the NL
West pose a serious challenge to
those at the top.
It might come as a surprise to
casual MLB fans that the Padres
have now signed the highest total
free agent contracts two years in a
row. Last year they managed to net
first baseman Eric Hosmer for $144
million over eight years and now
they have landed Machado for the
next decade, assuming he doesn’t
opt out after 2023. While the addition of Hosmer didn’t do much to
help them last season — they lost
96 games — bringing Machado
aboard could begin to change the
culture in San Diego.
Signing these two free agents
over the past couple of years is
clearly a long-term move for the
Padres. The rest of their roster is
lackluster, but they have an inspiring amount of talent quickly rising
through the minor leagues who
could be ready to make a difference within the next few seasons.
The Padres have a whopping eight
players on the top-100 prospect list,
according to MLB Pipeline. Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. is among
them and is considered a top three
prospect by MLB Pipeline, Baseball
America, ESPN, FanGraphs and
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Manny Machado is a superstar, but the question remains whether or not his character will develop in his tenure in San Diego.
Baseball Prospectus. He could be
ready to join “The Bigs” sometime
in 2019 with the rest of the promising youngsters following right behind him. As agent Scott Boras put
it last winter, the Padres pipeline is
a “volcano of hot-talent lava,” all of
whom could have a major impact
on this team sooner rather than

later.
Even better news for Padres
fans is that the organization might
not even be done spending. Before
the Machado signing, the team had
a payroll of just $80 million. Even
with the addition of his mega-contract, San Diego still has room to
make more moves if they please.

That means the remaining big-time
free agents on the market could follow Machado’s lead and sign with
a team that they believe is on the
rise. Given the stagnant state of the
market, they might even be willing
to accept a discount.
If Cy Young winner Dallas
Keuchel or All-Star closer and for-

mer Padre Craig Kimbrel decides to
make the move to Petco Park, the
Padres’ rebuild will be accelerated
even more. Some might even consider them a dark horse to contend
immediately for a wild card spot.
Machado’s age is also a big factor in why the Padres could be great
for years to come. Many free agents
ink huge deals when they are already about to hit their decline. Because he was brought up from the
minors by the Baltimore Orioles
when he was so young, Machado is
still only 26. This means that the Padres presumably still have years left
of extremely high-level play from
the All-Star before his production
starts to trail off.
All of these factors contribute
to why San Diego could be legit in
a few seasons. Their infield is now
solidified by two bona fide All-Stars
in Hosmer and Machado, who each
know what it’s like to be in a competitive playoff atmosphere. Their
slick gloves and impressive bats
anchor a lineup that will soon include some of the best prospects in
the game. Plus, the team’s payroll is
still low enough to acquire another
big name next offseason or even
this one if they deem it necessary.
San Diego hasn’t had a winning
season since 2010. Worse than that,
they have averaged just under 90
losses in the eight years since. They
have long been a team that is as
forgettable as it is underwhelming.
Now, however, that seems to have
changed. There is finally a reason
for the Padres’ dormant fan base
to be excited again. It starts with
Machado, but it doesn’t end there.
After years of celebrating the successes of the San Francisco Giants
and Los Angeles Dodgers, California might soon have a new baseball
team to root for in October.

Zuccarello exemplified what it means to be model New York athlete
BY FELIX MALAMUD
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It was just hours after the New
York Rangers — also known as the
Blueshirts — defeated their Hudson
River rivals, the New Jersey Devils,
on the Madison Square Garden
ice on Feb. 23. Pure elation turned
into shock, sadness and nostalgia,
however. On that very same night,
the Rangers traded longtime fan favorite Mats Zuccarello to the Dallas
Stars. While the move was expected, as Zuccarello was a pending
unrestricted free agent, it still hit
Ranger fans extremely hard.
The very next day, after the
Rangers’ overtime defeat at the
hands of the Washington Capitals, goaltender Henrik Lundqvist
summed up every fan’s emotional
state after their beloved No. 36 was
traded.
He choked up, holding back
tears when asked about his reaction and thoughts on the move. The
franchise’s greatest goaltender and
one of the most beloved leaders for
the past decade couldn’t even answer the question, merely responding by saying, “It’s tough.” The two
players were teammates and close
friends for the past nine years,
and seeing a longtime teammate,
friend and leader go was obviously
a tough pill to swallow.
For nearly nine years, Zuccarello was among the most beloved
members of the Rangers by the
fan base. Despite his short, skinny
frame and skepticism by media and
experts about how this Norwegian
enigma was going to make it in the
NHL, he ignored the pessimism
and proved to be the quintessential
New York Ranger.
But Zuccarello wasn’t supposed
to get this far.
Like many other players of his
size, some felt Zuccarello would
never turn out to be anything more

than a bottom six type player — one
who would be pushed around and
never have a chance to contribute
offensively. Someone a team would
just waste its time deploying on a
nightly basis.
Little did those skeptics know
that they were going to be proven
wrong in a very short amount of
time.
After leaving the Rangers for a
stint in the KHL during the 20122013 season, Zuccarello would
make a triumphant return to New
York and help lead the way to so
many fond memories. His return
just felt right. It was almost like a
breath of fresh air had returned to
the lineup, one that helps describe
Zuccarello to a tee.
But it wasn’t the offensive production that brought fans to the
stores buying Zuccarello’s No. 36. It
was how he played the game. It was
standing up to a 6-foot-9 Zdeno
Chára, despite a huge size difference. It was being the first and last
player in on the forecheck with the
puck back deep in the offensive
zone. It was how he would always
stand up for his teammates, no
matter what.
Zuccarello would turn all of the
doubt and questions surrounding his future and become one of
the most important Rangers during their run of contending for the
Stanley Cup. He would lead the
Blueshirts in scoring four times, including three straight seasons.
As time went on, he turned himself into one of the best two-way
players the Rangers put out there
on a nightly basis, seeing time in all
situations. It didn’t matter if it was
at even strength, on the power play
or on the penalty kill; one would
eventually always see Zuccarello
on the ice.
Throughout his time with New
York, he became a model for success, a player that younger guys

look up to on a nightly basis. He executed with his tenacity along with
his never-give-up mentality. Everybody always knew when he was on
the ice, for the ball of energy would
always be involved no matter the
situation.
Just to show how tenacious of a
player — and a person — Zuccarello is, he worked his way all the way
back from getting hit in the head
with a puck during the first round
of the 2015 Stanley Cup playoffs. He
would go on to miss the remainder
of that playoff run, but it was clear
the Rangers were missing a major
piece to their lineup. They were
one win away from returning to the
Stanley Cup final, and many felt
that missing Zuccarello took away
the glue that held a tight-knit group
of people together.
The Rangers would never end
up getting back past the second
round in Zuccarello’s final years as
a Blueshirt, but that was never an
excuse for him to stop trying any
harder than he’s tried in the past.
Perhaps that is the reason fans voted him as the winner of the Steven
McDonald Extra Effort Award three
times in the last five years.
Zuccarello always knew the
Rangers’ plans entering this season
and how the likelihood of him staying a Blueshirt at season’s end was
slim. Clearly, it affected his game
and resulted in him getting off to
one of the worst starts to a season
any Ranger fan can remember. But
like always, he went on to rebound
and showed the fan base he would
be okay even though nothing surrounding his situation was changing.
It takes a lot for the city of New
York to rally behind a player. It is
always difficult for newer players
to adjust in any sport the city has
to offer. Simply put, it doesn’t matter the name. All are expected to
bring greatness. While Zuccarello

VICTORIAPAIGE56 | FLICKR

Mats Zuccarello will be remembered for his many classic moments and leadership.
was never the superstar, he would
take that bolt of energy he brought
every night and inject into the veins
of the Blueshirt faithful, something
no fan would take back at all.
Many fans believed that Zuccarello should have been named the
Rangers’ team captain, as they have
not had one since Ryan McDonagh,
who was traded to the Tampa Bay
Lightning at last season’s deadline.
The Rangers and Zuccarello
will never get to the promised land
together, but they were able to accomplish some of the best hockey
this city has seen in the last two
decades. They provided hope that
continues to live on with each passing day no matter what’s surrounding the team.
Zuccarello’s final numbers
with the Rangers were 509 games
played, 113 goals, 352 points, one
Stanley Cup Final appearance, two
Eastern Conference Final appearances and seven playoff appearances in eight seasons.
The Stars have no idea how
lucky that organization is to have
Zuccarello for the remainder of the

season and likely, the playoffs. Unfortunately, they might have to wait
until the postseason to see Zuccarello play in full form, as in his first
game with Dallas, after recording
a goal and an assist, he broke his
arm blocking a shot and will have
to miss several weeks. But knowing
the kind of warrior he is, the Stars
should be confident that their newly acquired piece will be ready to go
for a quest to bring Lord Stanley’s
Cup back to the Lone Star State.
The players and fans will love
Zuccarello as did all of Rangerstown. It’s going to be strange to
see him wear the green and white
colors of Dallas.
All of New York will be rooting
for him. All of New York will hope
he gets another opportunity to
hoist the Stanley Cup.
While Zuccarello’s time as a
Ranger comes to an end in a way no
one wanted, he went out the way he
came in: fighting all the way to the
end. All of New York will miss his
smile, his fight, his heart and soul.
Zuccarello is and always will be a
Ranger.
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Matt Duchene was one of many superstars traded at the deadline, as teams such as the Columbus Blue Jackets, Dallas Stars and San Jose Sharks stocked up on these high-caliber players to make playoff pushes.

NHL superstars find new homes with contenders post deadline
BY FELIX MALAMUD
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Other than the Stanley Cup
playoffs, the regular season trade
deadline gets hockey fans the most
excited during the season. Trade
deadline day keeps fans, players
and media alike glued to their TVs
and social media to see what major
move will be made next.
For some teams, one trade
could propel them a step closer to
contending for the Stanley Cup.
For other teams, who are transitioning toward a rebuild or whose
championship window has closed,
the deadline gives them the opportunity to acquire valuable assets,
prospects and premium draft picks.
This year's trade day did not disappoint, as 22 trades were executed at the Feb. 25, 3 p.m. deadline.
While most of them did not stand
out to fans and media, there were
some that made major headlines.
But some of the big, highly anticipated trades occurred in the few
days prior, leading up to a very busy
deadline day.
The first major trade saw the Columbus Blue Jackets display their
all-in mindset. They acquired Matt
Duchene from the Ottawa Senators
in exchange for forward prospects
Vitaly Abramov and Jonathan Davidsson, a 2019 first-round pick and
a conditional 2020 first-round pick.
Duchene, a highly skilled offensive
center, was the subject of trade
speculation the entire season and
will form a dominant top line with
Artemi Panarin and Cam Atkinson
on the wings.
The same two teams made an-

other big trade, with the Blue Jackets acquiring forward Ryan Dzingel from the Senators in exchange
for forward Anthony Duclair, and
second-round picks in 2020 and
2021. Dzingel has turned into a
consistent 20-goal scorer and adds
tremendous depth offensively for
the Jackets.
But Ottawa wasn't the only big
seller at the deadline, as the New
York Rangers also began a major
sell-off, their second in as many
years.
They traded away long-time
fan favorite Mats Zuccarello to
the Dallas Stars in exchange for a
conditional 2019 second-round
pick and a conditional 2020 thirdround pick. The Stars also added
some blue-line depth by acquiring
defenseman Ben Lovejoy from the
New Jersey Devils, while the Blue
Jackets added some goaltending
from the Devils with Keith Kinkaid.
Out West, the San Jose Sharks,
whose roster is locked and loaded
for their first Stanley Cup, smelled
blood in the water, and immediately acquired another forward piece,
Gustav Nyquist, from the Detroit
Red Wings. The Sharks gave back
a 2019 second-round pick and a
conditional 2020 third-round pick.
It becomes a second-rounder if the
Sharks reach the Stanley Cup finals
or re-sign Nyquist in the offseason.
Nyquist, who had 48 points this
season with the Red Wings, bolsters a top-nine forward group that
is arguably the best in the NHL, as
seven Sharks players have at least
45 points.
All these moves led up to the big
day that everyone had been waiting

for: Feb. 25.
The Winnipeg Jets kicked things
off by acquiring center Kevin Hayes
from the Rangers, in exchange
for forward prospect Brendan
Lemieux, a 2019 first-round pick
and a conditional 2022 fourthround pick. The only way the Rangers get that pick is if the Jets reach
the Stanley Cup finals. Hayes'
excellent two-way game and offensive production give Winnipeg
a solid core at the center position
and could help young star Patrik
Laine get back to his scoring ways.
Staying in the West, the Colorado Avalanche added some offensive depth by acquiring Derick
Brassard from the Florida Panthers, while the Nashville Predators
acquired Mikael Granlund from
the Minnesota Wild to bolster the
center core.
The Blue Jackets kept on making
moves, as they acquired Rangers
defenseman Adam McQuaid for
a 2019 fourth-round and seventhround pick. This solidifies their defensive core, something very crucial for all contenders in the playoff
stretch.
Ottawa finished its sell-off by
trading center Mark Stone, another
big pending free agent, to the Vegas
Golden Knights in exchange for
elite defensive prospect Erik Brännström, forward Oscar Lindberg
and a 2020 second-round pick.
Vegas got a rising superstar, pointper-game center to load up offensively for the playoffs, while Ottawa
got what could be the next great
Swedish defenseman, in Brännström. The comparisons to former
Senators’ captain Erik Karlsson are

legitimate, making this deal a home
run for Ottawa. Stone, meanwhile,
immediately signed an eight-year,
$76 million extension with Vegas,
giving the Knights a big offensive
threat in the long term.
The Boston Bruins, who needed
additional forwards and scoring
after losing star David Pastrnák to
injury, acquired Marcus Johansson
from the Devils in exchange for a
2019 second-round pick and a 2020
fourth-round pick. Johansson has
been on a bit of a scoring tear and
adds depth to Boston's top-nine
forward group, especially once Pastrnák comes back healthy for the
playoff stretch.
The Predators and Philadelphia
Flyers ended the deadline with a
bang, as Philly traded longtime
mainstay and Broad Street favorite
Wayne Simmonds to Nashville in
exchange for forward Ryan Hartman and a conditional 2020 fourthround pick.
Columbus was clearly the most
active buyer at the deadline, as they
are going all in on this season, especially with a plethora of pending
free agents on their roster. Panarin,
Duchene, Dzingel, McQuaid and
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky all
have expiring contracts, and general manager Jarmo Kekalainen decided not to trade Panarin and Bobrovsky and take a major gamble.
The Blue Jackets have never won
a playoff series in their franchise
history, but these acquisitions give
them a chance to erase that postseason futility.
The Predators and Jets were big
winners, making massive moves to
shore up for the tight Central Divi-

sion race and contention for the
Stanley Cup. Hayes solidifies Winnipeg's center and offensive core,
while Granlund and Simmonds
give Nashville some depth, grit and
tenacity, while also improving a
league-worst power play. Neither
team gave up their top prospects
either, Eeli Tolvanen and Alexandre
Carrier for Nashville and Sami Niku
for Winnipeg, making their deals
somewhat one-sided.
The Sharks, who already had a
Stanley Cup-worthy roster with the
likes of Joe Pavelski, Evander Kane,
Timo Meier, Tomás Hertl, Logan
Couture, Joe Thornton, Brent Burns
and Erik Karlsson, added to that
stacked core with Nyquist.
A rather underrated move, this
can prove to be a huge acquisition
for the Sharks, as they are also all-in
on the Stanley Cup this season.
The Rangers and Senators were
the biggest sellers and continue
toward a rebuilding phase. But the
assets, prospects and picks that
they've acquired will give both
clubs a bright future.
The Calgary Flames, St. Louis
Blues, Toronto Maple Leafs and
New York Islanders stayed put, as
they believe their current rosters
are good enough for championship
contention.
Most, if not all, of the big trade
chips were dealt, making this year's
deadline an exhilarating one. The
rest of the regular season and the
Stanley Cup playoffs should be
even more exciting, and the next
three months will determine who
were the real winners and losers
in this year's edition of the trade
deadline.
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DOUBLE TAKE

SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 4

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
How does the average college student manage their time between schoolwork, a job, figuring out their career after college, self-care, and maintaining
relationships? Because I’m struggling with that now more than ever.

C

ategorizing your priorities. Most of us have no choice but to work
while we study, so work and school are constants. Self-care is in
that category, too, because you can never “start” or “stop” caring
for yourself. These are constant. Figuring out your career is something
that happens and then it is over. When sending out applications you
might have to skim a little off of school, work, and even self-care in order to find balance but then it's over and life goes on. Maintaining relationships is a much more complicated. I could go on but for the sake of
the word count: Relationships are two-way streets. There will be times
when you cannot see a person, but there will also be days when you are
entirely dedicated to them. The question is really are they a priority? If
so, what do you sacrifice and what do they sacrifice for you?

E. DAAR

T

ools like Google Calendar and Todoist can be extremely useful in
organizing the tasks that come up for a busy college student. However, the most impactful step you can make in managing your time
isn’t color-coding a planner or creating a tight schedule for yourself; it’s
cutting out time-wasting activities from your life. Try keeping track of
how much time you spend on actions like cooking, checking email, and
using social media to determine which ones are really necessary for
success. It’s also important to take a long-term approach to reaching
goals. There’s a common phrase that goes, “Most people overestimate
what they can do in a day, but underestimate what they can do in a year.”
Replacing time-wasting activities based on consumption with developmental ones based on creativity can lead to really great learning opportunities that can serve as more productive breaks from everyday work.

J. TINEO

Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use
of this column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace to any legal, medical, or professional
consultation, and we do not claim to be so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you
reach out to the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.
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Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Writing Winning Resumes
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.,
NVC 2-190
Learn how to create a Baruch-specific resume for
your job and internship search!

Target

Creating Your Own Major: The Ad Hoc
Thursday, March 7, 2019, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
NVC 2-290
Learn the process of creating your own major
at Baruch College’s Weissman School of Arts &
Sciences
Max Berger Pre-Law Workshop
Thursday, March 7, 2019, 4 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.,
NVC 2-190
Learn how to get started with LSAT, how to prepare
for law school and possible careers in law.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“Have an interview coming up? Research the position,
the firm, and the industry you are applying for in order
to get a general idea of what the recruiter might ask.
Practice general questions such as Tell me about yourself?
Prepare for behavioral questions using the STAR method –
Situation, Task(s), Action and Result.”
– Gerald Tang, Associate Director

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Stores Executive Intern
One of the world’s leading and
most recognized brands comes
to life in our stores, where guests
are still captivated by everything
that made them fall in love with
Target. Our approximately 1800
locations are a warm, welcoming
and ever-evolving space where
guests are inspired to get what
they need to enjoy life—for less.
This unmatched shopping experience is cultivated by our store
leaders who train, guide and support their teams.
As a Stores Executive Intern,
you’ll gain a realistic job preview
of the Executive Team Leader

career opportunity. During our
10-week summer program, you’ll
work closely with a mentor while
learning the different departments and functions within our
stores.
You will spend your days
leading and motivating a team,
driving sales results, merchandising products and interacting
with guests throughout the store.
In addition, you will grow your
leadership skills by having the
opportunity to be the Leader on
Duty and spend time shadowing a next-level leader to observe
different career options. It will be

your leadership that guides your
team to grow and achieve goals.
Ideal candidates: Junior or rising
Senior class standing preferred,
desire to pursue a career in leadership or retail management

member with a point of view that
is valuable and integral to making
the work better.
It is our goal that our interns
time with us be productive, insightful, educational, and fun.
We’ve put together a program
to enrich our internship experience, which includes: regular
check-ins with the Talent team to
help establish goals and provide
guidance throughout the internship experience, agency Mentors
that can help our interns navigate
through the agency and give them

a broader perspective and sounding board towards life at 72andSunny. The greatest opportunity
for development and learning will
come from what each of our interns put into their time at 72andSunny.

Starr Search ID: 121987

72andSunny
Summer Internship
72andSunny, an MDC Partners firm, is a full service modern
communications company that
creates cultural impact on behalf of their clients. As an Intern
at 72andSunny, we are looking
for someone who can bring great
value with a fresh perspective and
creative ideas. We want to make
sure that all of our interns have a
place and a role within our teams.
You won’t find our interns
picking up dry- cleaning, instead,
they are in the trenches with
our teams, and seen as a critical
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